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EDITOR’S COMMENTS

We have quite a lively summer
for thespians this year, two
Drama Festivals in particular.
We have 11 plays this year, do
try to see some of the plays to
support our member groups.
Real enthusiasts can watch 5
nights at a reduced price, and get to vote for the
“Punter’s Choice Award”.

(Wallingford Festival has a similar scheme).

There are also quite a few plays and musicals in
June & July to watch before the summer break.

Witte Davies.

WHAT’S ON DIARY (details inside)

JUNE

14 Buttercross Theatre Productions FAME Jr
17-21 ODN Drama Festival, Abingdon

17-21 Balancing Act For a Few Mondays More
24-28 Wallingford Dama Festival

28 Wychwood Players Full Bodied
JULY

2-5 Abingdon Drama Club Dancing at Lughnasa
8-13  Oxford Operatic Jesus Christ Superstar
8-12  Thame Players Calendar Girls
10-12 Banbury Cross Players PUCK
10-12 Dorchester Robin Hood and His Merry Men
12-13 Launton Village Players Heroes and Villains
15-26 Oxford Theatre Guild Twelfth Night
15-19  Sinodun Players You Never Can Tell
16-19 Blewbury Players A Monster Calls
18,19 Buttercross Theatre CHICAGO Teen Edition
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CHAIRMAN'’S LETTER

Dear Members

| hope you are all enjoying the warmer spring
weather and gearing up for your summer
productions. It is also festival season, of
course — one of my favourite times of the year!
Congratulations to Henley for staging a
wonderful festival this year with an amazing 13
entries some from around the ODN
membership and some from new groups over
the Oxfordshire borders.

You may have noticed that the ODN festival has a different format this year.
After much discussion and consultation with participating groups last year,
we have regrettably dropped the gala evening where we recall 3 plays from
the week on the Saturday. It was increasingly difficult to get groups to
commit to being available on the off chance that they might be called back
— this is understandable in this modern age when time pressures from
family, work commitments etc have increased. However, we have a
fantastic line-up this year with 11 entries running from Tuesday to Saturday,
followed by the awards and a celebration in the long gallery. We could use
a few volunteers to help on front of house during the week. If you have
some availability, please do get in touch.

We are very lucky to have Sue Doherty as our adjudicator this year. She is
a key member of the team for both the All England Theatre Festival
Competition and the National Drama Festival as well as her own festival up
in Cheshire. She has run the very popular workshop on what adjudicators
are looking for at the National Drama Festival for the latter for the last
couple of years and will be running one this year on rehearsal techniques.
She is very passionate about making festivals accessible for all abilities and
has done an incredible amount of work with young people.

Wallingford Festival follows the week after the ODN festival with Keith
Phillips adjudicating. Keith is currently the Chair of the Guild of Drama
Adjudicators and very much in demand around the festival circuit. He
adjudicated the National Drama Festival last year and the groups very
much enjoyed the discussions he had with them afterwards. Many of the
plays from the ODN festival are heading to Wallingford afterwards so if you
missed one you have a second chance to catch it the following week.

Please support both the ODN and Wallingford festivals this year, even if
you don't have a play - festivals provide a great opportunity to learn the
craft from a qualified adjudicator and you get to meet some wonderful like-
minded people from around the membership.

National Drama Festival is being staged at a new venue this year — The
Artrix in Bromsgrove. This is an amazing multipurpose space and will host
13 drama groups from all over the British Isles showcasing award winning
plays. Alongside these there will be workshops in playwriting, directing,
rehearsal techniques, puppetry and projection. All of the workshops are
free with a ticket to see one or more of the play sessions — at £15 this is an
absolute bargain. More information can be found on the NDFA website
(www.ndfa.co.uk)

Finally, congratulations to the Friends of Abingdon Abbey Buildings Trust
for securing a £4 million grant from the National Lottery Heritage Fund to
preserve and enhance the Unicorn Theatre (home of Abingdon Drama Club
and the ODN Festival) — this will obviously mean upheaval to next years
programme not only for the festival and ADC but also to other users of the
Theatre but I'm sure that it will be worth it long term and | know that ADC
are looking to work alongside the Trust to ensure the theatre remains a
vibrant, accessible and affordable venue for all the community.

Karen Carey  (Chair)
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Oxfordshire Drama Network

Drama Festival
Mon 16th to Sat 21st June

2 or 3 one act plays per evening
Tuesday to Saturday evenings, a
friendly festival. Our main aim is to
bring people together, both in a ==
celebration of theatre and as a learning experience.
Our adjudicator this year is Sue Doherty (Member of
GODA).

A rare feature of the ODN drama festival is that after
each adjudication, there is also a short workshop with
the cast, so why not stay and watch.

When: Tue 17 - 21 June 2025 - 7:30pm

Where: Unicorn Theatre, Checker Walk, Abingdon,
0OX14 3JB

Tickets: Adults £10, (18 & under £8) - (5 nights £40)
from: The Bookstore, in the Precinct, Abingdon. or
www.ticketsource.co.uk/Oxfordshire-Drama-Network
(ticket fees apply for on-line bookings)

Running order of Plays:-

Tuesday 17th June at 730pm
Drayton Players The Visa a drama by Sue Hadley
Oxford Theatre Guild Barbara's Wedding

a drama by JM Barrie

Wednesday 18th June at 730pm
BODS of Wychwood A Dog's Life
a drama by Pam Valentine
BODS of Wychwood Close To Croydon
a drama by Gillian Plowman

Thursday 19th June at 730pm
Didcot Phoenix Calling All the Dreamers
a farce by Adelina Inganno
Abingdon Drama Club Bridgers
a drama by Tony Green

Friday 20th June at 730pm
Didcot Phoenix Visitors a comedy by Emma Gardner
Sinodun Players Moving On
a drama by Alice M Underwood
Banbury Cross Players. Goodbye Charles
a dark comedy by Gabriel Davis

Saturday 21st June at 730pm
Oxford Theatre Guild Sugar

a dark comedy by Heather Dunmore
Compton Players The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll
and Mr Hyde a drama by Pete Watt

Followed by the Awards Presentation in the Long
Gallery with nibbles and the bar will be open.

ODN website: www.OxfordshireDramaNetwork.org

Wallingford One-Act Play Festival
Tue 24th June - Sat 28th June
Corn Exchange Wallingford
There are awards for the following categories:-
Best Overall Production. The Commended Award
Best Junior Production. The Punter’s Prize
The Harris & Jones Salver (Best Actor).

Best Cameo performance.

The Susan North Memorial Trophy (special moment).

Tickets: £12, £10 students, £40 for five nights
From www.cornexchange.org.uk or 01491 825000

Running order

Tuesday 24th June at 7.30pm

BODS (Wychwood) A Dog's Life
Drayton Players The Visa

BODS (Wychwood) Close to Croydon

Wednesday 25th June at 7.30pm
Didcot Phoenix Calling All the Dreamers
Sinodun Players Moving On

Thursday 26th June at 7.30pm
Didcot Phoenix Visitors
Henley Players The Prize Fish

Friday 27th June at 7.30pm
Banbury Cross Goodbye Charles
Oxford Theatre Guild. = Barbara's Wedding

Saturday 28th June at 7.30pm
Compton Players Jekyll and Hyde
Oxford Theatre Guild Sugar

How to Create an Immezrsive

Theatre Experience
By Jennifer Lade

Pl never forget the first time | saw a play put on by my
local theatre company. | was 10 years old. The show was
The Sound of Music. All these years later, | still love the
iconic story. And yet, despite the engaging storyline and
classic songs, what | remember most from that production
were the nuns wandering the lobby.

Tiny pairs of little nuns, habits freshly pressed, walked
solemnly among the ticket holders who were waiting to
take their seats. Their hands were pressed together in a
prayerful fashion, and their faces had the angelic look one
would expect from 8-year-olds playing religious sisters.
These children would later take the
stage as ensemble members in the
scenes at the abbey, but for now,
they were the main event. Before
the doors to the theatre had even
opened, we were already in Austria,
encountering the cloistered nuns of
the abbey and the serene life from
which Maria would soon depart.
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Never underestimate the power of the environment for
creating an immersive event that sticks with the audience.
The overall experience will be what makes your show
stand out from the rest. And it will keep people coming
back for future shows, wondering what you might do next!

As a director, you have the power to create a unified,
immersive experience for your audience, delighting them
from the very first moment with an array of sights and
sounds that set the stage (figuratively) for the show to
come. Here are some tips and ideas on how:

Lobby displays:

Before the curtain opens on the stage and the scenery,
audiences can be introduced to the setting with lobby
decorations. Consider the major setting or feel of your
performance - is it a fairy tale, set in the dark woods?
Trees, shades of green, and tiny forest animals are your
friends! :

Think schools of fish
and bright seaweed

Is it underwater, - L
such as in The Little R
Mermaid or A~
Rainbow Fish? : o

against a
translucent blue
backdrop.

But you don’t have to be limited to a literal interpretation of
the work, either. | was in a production of Seussical in
which the director imagined the opening scene as a
museum, watched over by a security guard who was
eventually revealed as the Cat in the Hat. The walls of the
theatre were covered in Dr. Seuss-inspired art created by
cast and crew members. There were maps for non-
existent floors of the museum. Older cast members acted
as teachers and took around groups of teen cast members
on “field trips” to see the art. Finally, a large red frame
bedecked with show characters sat near the box office for
people to take selfies. By the time the orchestra started
the overture, the audience was fully immersed in the idea
of our theatre as a Dr. Seuss museum, where nothing was
as it seemed.

Audio:

Play pre-show music, either live or pre-recorded! It can be
instrumental versions of songs in the show, or music of a
certain theme that matches the show,
like sea shanties or folk music. Of
course, you’ll need to make sure all
rights are properly acquired for
whatever music you use. An added
advantage to using live music is that it
involves more people in your
production, which likely also increases
your audience size.

Another option is to play an ambient soundscape that
complements your production, such as twittering birds,
crashing waves, or the sounds of a busy city street, either
in the lobby or in the theatre prior to curtain.

Wandering characters:

Like the nuns in The Sound of Music or the Cat in the Hat
security guard, having your actors participate in the pre-
show is a great way to bring the world of the play to the
audience ahead of time. It’s also a great way to keep your
actors from getting bored backstage.

ODN website: www.OxfordshireDramaNetwork.org

Villagers can wander about, selling concessions or raffle
tickets while gossiping about the show’s characters. Or,
many shows have children playing orphans, pickpockets,
newsboys, or mischievous students. Put them to work
playing gentle pranks on audience members, or asking if
they’'d like to hear the latest headlines. A Halloween-
themed show | attended had an actor playing a fortune
teller in the lobby, but they could have used trick-or-
treaters or even zombies staggering around. Spooky
shows like Pioneer’s Eerie Academy have almost endless
possibilities for ghoulish figures to mingle with the
audience.

Besides giving more visibility to actors who have a small
part, having actors appear during the pre-show can also
develop their improvisation skills by interacting in character
with audience members. But make sure to establish
ground rules with actors about how, and how much, they
should interact with playgoers. Remind them to stay in
character, keep their interactions short and pleasant, and
not give away too much of the play.

Concessions and raffles:

The snacks and drinks sold at the show are nearly
endlessly customizable to any theme. At a production of
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory | attended, their candy
had all been relabeled as
various types of Wonka Bars.
But clever labeling could make
almost anything work. Have
you ever tried a “Wicked” good
bag of M&Ms? Or Nemo’s
school of Swedish Fish?

The same thing goes for raffle items. Even if you don’t
have much say over what the prizes are, using your
imagination in labeling is all that's needed for a theme. A
basket of self-care items could be from the princess in
your show; a potted plant could come straight from the set
of the play; a gift card could be “found” in a rich character’s
vest pocket.

During the show:

Audience participation is nothing new, but it can be done in
a variety of ways to engage audience members young and
old. Consider teaching the audience the refrain to a song
before the show begins, and then encourage them to sing
along when the song comes up. Have actors call out to
the audience to ask for advice or, as Peter Pan does to
revive Tinkerbell, ask them to clap their hands to prompt
the next event in the play. Even simple blocking decisions,
like having actors enter from the back of the theatre or
dance down aisles, can make the audience feel more
involved. One ambitious Pioneer play, Holy Mother of
Bingo! has the audience play five rounds of bingo
throughout the course of the play, while also watching a
murder mystery unfold!

Jennifer Lade is a drama teacher and community theatre
enthusiast. She teaches and directs plays at a program
for home-schooled students in Massachusetts. She loves
acting and singing in community theatre productions.
Some of her favorite past roles are Morticia in The
Addams Family and The Cat in the Hat in Seussical the
Musical. She earned a BA in English from Providence
College.

www.pioneerdrama.com
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REVIEWS

KINGSTON BAGPUIZE
DRAMA GROUP

Le Grand Return
by Alan Stockdill 24 - 26 April 2025

Just a couple of weeks before commemorations of
the 80th anniversary of Victory in Europe Day, it was
a poignant delight to see a play set around the 50th
anniversary of D-Day. As survivors from the Second
World War become fewer and frailer, our connection
with that time increasingly becomes one of history
and story. This excellent drama group’s Chair
remarked in her thoughtful programme introduction,
that they are “passionate about creating and telling
stories the same way communities have done for
hundreds of years.” It was clear that the four actors
and director in this production had truly poured their
souls into this tale of revisiting wartime locations and
honouring the memory of those who did not return.

The play’s plot has a familiar flavour. A D-Day
veteran, Tommy, has a yearning to return to
Normandy for the 50th anniversary celebration. He
enlists the help of his two friends, Alf and Edwin, from
the Nursing Home where they all reside, to pursue
this improbable project. They form an escape
committee, up against a formidable resistant force in
the shape of “Matron”.

The first Act is set in the Yorkshire Nursing Home,
culminating in their dawn escape, finally and rather
touchingly approved by a saluting Matron. The
second Act is in Europe as they travel through
Belgium and into Normandy, culminating in an
emotional scene at the war cemetery where Tommy’s
best friend lies.

The power and indeed the humour of this play
emerges from the bond between the three elderly
gents, as they banter, bicker, tease and plot together.
They are not a harmonious trio and represent three
very different wartime experiences. Tommy,
sensitively portrayed by KBDG stalwart (30 years!)
Mike Lacey, is eager, determined, unwell, and
hopelessly naive about his dream to return to
Normandy. His co-conspirators did not see active
wartime service. Edwin was an officer in the
administrative pay corps and Alf was a “Bevin Boy”,
toiling in the Welsh coal mines.

Recent KBDG signing Mike Varnom brought great
authenticity and understated humour to the pompous
ex-officer Edwin with obsessive penchant for good
order in the form of meticulous escape committee
agendas and minutes.

The third member of the trio, Alf, is a simpler soul,
and gave Richard Buss great opportunity for languid
comic timing and looks of  humorous
incomprehension. Together the three worked really

ODN website: www.OxfordshireDramaNetwork.org

well, ricocheting the play’s tone from comedy to
pathos.

The fourth member of the cast - or should that be the
4th, 5th and 6th - is entrusted with three roles:
Matron, then a Belgian customs officer and finally
Yvette, the owner of the French house where
Tommy’s friend George was killed in 1944. The script
calls for the same actress to play all three roles, thus
enabling a running joke about how the Belgian and
French women they encounter all remind the
veterans of “Matron”. In Tasha Padbury, the
production deployed an actress of impressive
versatility and charisma. Her matron was suitably
scolding, her customs officer notably chilling and as
Yvette, she offered a perfect French accent that
stayed sufficiently remote from the girls of ‘Allo ‘Allo!

There were two standout scenes in the production,
both in the second Act. First when the gents - definite
temptation to refer to them disrespectfully as
“‘codgers” - have a drinking session in Yvette’s
house, making ever grander and more ludicrous
toasts. The camaraderie between them was
beautifully evoked, the earlier barriers between the
sole war combatant and his two non-combatant
associates touchingly dissolved.

The final scene in the cleverly-imagined war
cemetery was particularly poignant, as Tommy
completed his first, and presumably final visit to the
grave. The scene built powerfully to maximum
poignancy as the names of actual local men from
Kingston Bagpuizeand Southmoor village who died in
the Second World War were read out and the
evocative notes of the Last Post rang through the
hall.

Back to Chair Emily’s programme remarks -
“sometimes you will see something that really does
touch your heart or blow your mind”. In that final few
minutes, we  absolutely did. Bravo and
congratulations to the cast, director Laurence
Brockliss and the whole redoubtable team at KBDG
who always ensure their shows run so slickly. Once
again, a privilege to be in your audience.

Adrian McGlynn

(Banbury Cross Players)

COMPTON PLAYERS
Aphrodite

by Anna Langaretti May 2025

Aphrodite is set in an online call centre of an erotic
products company. The impressive set made good
use of different levels, with the call centre phone
desk taking centre stage. The small cast explores
their different perspectives on relationships and life
problems. Lily, doyen of the call centre, was
sensitively played by Lynne Buckland with shades of
Alan Carr. Difficulties with her family — husband and
son, ignites a spark between her and the call centre
manager, Mr Causeway, whilst trying to sort out the
problems of her colleagues. Sylvie (Ruth Burton) who
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maintained an impressive French accent throughout,
was having difficulties with failing IVF and looking for
funding for a last chance attempt.

Her relationship with Lily, although frosty, at first,
eventually softened, having plucked up the courage
to ask her for a loan for the procedure, which later

transpired had failed. This resulted in a very touching
scene between Lily and Sophie as she returned
having adopted a child from overseas, which Sophie
was unsure that she wanted. Janice (Caroline
Edwards) also tried to maintain peace and calm in
the workplace, whilst juggling her own family
traumas. Her calming portrayal was excellent, whilst
dealing with the various ordeals of her colleagues.
Tegan O’Brien was impressive as Tiffany, the
younger air-headed member of the team. Her
appearance and mannerisms were spot-on, being the
least understanding and self-centred member of the
group.

The only male in
the cast, Pete
Watt was conv-
incing as Mr
Causeway, trying
to keep the staff
in order, whilst
quietly yearning
for Lily. With the
death of Lily’s
husband, he
plucks up the courage to ask her out, a date which
Lily forgot.

The un-named extras were very effective changing
stacks of boxes, the meaning of which, was not quite
clear. The cleaner also was diligent in her tidying and
re-setting props and furniture. The costume
adjustments and changes were effective showing
different days, although the flow of the play seemed a
litle disjointed, which contributed to the lack of pace
at times. Beneath all the titillation of the erotica there
was a serious side which the cast handled very well.

An enjoyable performance and congratulations to
Jasmine Mullany for her direction of a demanding
play.

Nigel James

ODN website: www.OxfordshireDramaNetwork.org

BARTHOLOMEW PLAYERS

Present Laughter

by Noel Coward May 2025

First impressions were very good with a brilliant set in
keeping with the 1930s, in which the play is set.

Directed by Debbie Lisburne Diacon, this production
brought a fresh and engaging take to Noel Coward's
classic comedy of manners. The play opened with a
beautifully staged living room, complete with art
period furnishings that immediately set the tone for
the elegant chaos to follow. The cast was impeccably
chosen, bringing both wit and depth to their roles
while navigating the intricate dynamics of Garry
Essendine's world. g ' E |
Daphne Stillington, '

one of Garry’s
conquests was
confidently played
by Caitlin  Willis
giving the
impression that she
owned the place

until confronted by
Monica Reed (Liz
Hutchinson), PA to
Garry Essendine.
Although efficient, she was very cold in her approach
to Garry’s various house-guests and was a very good
foil to Garry. Liz Essendine (Sarah Miller) was the
long-suffering wife of Garry, aware that he was
having affairs all over the place. The soul- of-
discretion, butler, Fred was played excellently and
appropriately by Chris Carson. Miss Erikson, the
Swedish housekeeper (Elaine Leggett) was suitably
dour with a good attempt a Swedish accent which, at
times, ended up somewhere between Stockholm and

Birmingham. '
Maurice Dixon (Ed &
Miller), Garry’s agent,

was strong and

convincing opposite

Garry. However, his

gestures became

exaggerated as the play
progressed somewhat
resembling a windmill.
Henry Lippiatt (John
Casey), Garry’s backer was solid in his approach
trying to keep Garry in order, and was very
convincing, only to discover later that his wife Joanna
(Claire Crowther) was also having an affair with
Garry. A brilliant convincing performance from Claire
completed the trio of lovers fawning over Garry.
There was a very effective chemistry between
Joanna and Liz Essendine

Roland Mauel (Luke Frewin) was a little unintelligible,
as his speech was far too fast . However, his
maniacal outbursts of laughter were disturbing and
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very appropriate to his slightly unhinged character
obsessive over Garry and his plays.

And finally, we come to Garry Essendine, played
magnificently by Gareth Hammond, His command of
the script and stage were a sight to behold. With a
mountain of lines to learn, which he executed with
consummate perfection, he kept the action flowing at
a cracking pace throughout, reaching the hights of
perfection as the various situations unravelled Every
now and again, there were shades of John Cleese,
which was entirely appropriate, and led to an
exhausting climax. This was achieved by the
appearance of Lady Saltburn, (Ann Carson) aunt of
Daphne Stillington, to whom a promise of a stage try
out was made by Garry. It was a shame that Anne
Carson's acting debut with Bartholomew players
should be marred slightly by a wardrobe malfunction.
However, she was not fazed by the entanglement of
her hat, which was recovered with the help of other
the cast members. Ann was imperious, as her
character required, and we hope to see more of her
on stage in the future.

The play concluded with Garry’s staff being paid off
for their discretion, as Garry departs on his acting
tour of Africa, without all the hangers-on, who were
trying their best to go with him

This play was celebrating the 50th anniversary of
Bartholomew Players and was an ideal play for this
celebration. Congratulations to Debbie Lisburne
Diacon on her skilled direction of this play which
really shone through. The packed first night audience
thoroughly enjoyed the performance and I'm sure that
the rest of the run will be equally successful.
Congratulations to all on a superb production, in all
aspects, acting, lighting and sound

Nigel James

Cider with Rosie by The New Nortonians.
No Review — just a picture!

Hetty Rance as Rosie and Patrick Hooper as Loll
on 16th and 17th of May in Chipping Norton

ODN website: www.OxfordshireDramaNetwork.org

AUDITIONS

OXFORD THEATRE GUILD

A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen
Directed by OTG member Layla Katib.

Auditions:
Wed 4 June: 7:15pm - 10:15pm, SMI Front Rooms
(Saint Margaret's Institute, Polstead Road, Oxford
OX2 6TN)
Sunday 8 June: 2:30pm - 5:30pm, URC Main Hall
(URC, 294a Banbury Road, Summertown, Oxford
OX2 7HN)
Recalls by invitation:
Sunday 15 June: 2:30pm - 5:30pm, URC Main Hall
Numbers will be capped at auditions so please sign
up as soon as possible. If you are unable to attend
either of the audition dates, please contact Layla
(layla.katib@oxfordtheatrequild.com) who may be
able to see you at an alternative time.
No need to prepare anything for the audition. Scripts
will be provided on the day. Synopsis and sign up
sheet links via www.OxfordTheatreGuild.com

Performances will be at the Old Fire Station Theatre,

Tuesday 21 — Sunday 27 October, 7:30 pm evenings
(not Sunday)

Matinees on Saturday and Sunday, 2:30 pm.

KINGSTON BAGPUIZE D.G.
Jack & The Beanstalk

Join the Fun!
This November, Jack and his friends will be
battling the Giant and his wicked wife to rescue
Princess Rose, save the kingdom, and maybe
even come down the beanstalk with a few
golden eggs!

AUDITIONS:-
Tuesday 17th June at 7:30pm
Kingston Bagpuize & Southmoor Village Hall
We warmly invite you to be part of the production
— not just on stage, but behind the scenes too!
We're looking for actors, stage crew, technical
support, and front-of-house helpers. Whatever
your talents, there's a place for you in this
magical adventure.
Interested? Email markpadbury@hotmail.com
for more details.
Fee, fi, fo, fum... the panto fun has just begun!

Page 6 of 11




AMEGOS THEATRE
AUDITIONS for

The Ladykillers

by Graham Lineham

AmEgos Theatre is looking for conmen, robbers,
getaway drivers ... and a police constable!

If you fit the bill and would like to audition for a part in
this hilarious, award winning stage adaptation of
the 1955 Ealing comedy, please email
AmEgos.Theatre@gmail.com and we will send you
an audition pack with full details.

We are looking forward to casting the six male roles
in this ensemble piece.

The show will run for four performances in
WANTAGE, 30th October to 1st November.

The open auditions are in Childrey on Mon 7th July.
Hope to see you there!

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

ABINGDON DRAMA CLUB

Rope by Patrick Hamilton

What do you do for fun? Go out for a meal? Go see a
band? Murder? Wyndham Brandon persuades his
weak-minded friend, to assist him in the murder of a
fellow undergraduate, a perfectly harmless man
named Ronald Raglan. They place the body in a
wooden chest and invite a few acquaintances-to a
party. The chest with its gruesome contents, serves
as a supper table and the centrepiece.

Will they get away with it? Will their hideous crime be
uncovered? Or will they crumble under the pressure
of their own guilt? Have they provided enough Rope
to hang themselves with?

Casting is on 16th and 21st of July from 19:30 at
the ADC Clubhouse, 6 Marcham Road, Abingdon,
OX14 1AA.

If you are interested in performing or helping out
backstage, why not come along, we promise you you
won't end up in the chest.

Performances will be in the Unicorn Theatre from
1st October to 4th October

Buttercross Theatre Productions

FAMEJr [ =

"m_ i T Massmany
The high-energy musical [ - ST —
that brings the dreams, | ‘W’ T

drama, and

dazzling _
talent of performing arts FﬁHM, E %

students to life! Follow a
group of aspiring young
artists at the prestigious

High School of
Performing Arts as they -
navigate friendships,

ambition, and the journey [
to stardom. Packed with I
electrifying dance
numbers and unforgettable songs, this production is
a celebration of passion, perseverance, and finding
your voice.

N.B. While presented in a family-friendly manner,
parental guidance is advised for younger viewers.

Don’t miss your chance to experience the
excitement—because fame starts here!

When: 14th June at 3:30pm and 6:30pm

Where: Corn Exchange, Market Square, Witney,
0OX28 6AB

Tickets: Adult (14+) £12 - Child £7
via www.ButtercrossTheatreProductions.co.uk

e,
LA
INEIAN 83 SEVLUMER Y B R

L B PN s D et M

APPLETON PLAYERS
'The Hound of the Baskervilles'.

A side-splitingly funny version of an old favourite -
Holmes and Watson as you have never seen them
before.

Auditions will be held in September.

Performance dates are 28-30 November at 7.30pm in
Appleton Village Hall.

For details contact Mareve Kilbride-Newman at
marevekn@gmail.com

Balancing Act
For a Few Mondays More

By Joe Graham

For a Few Mondays
More is the world
premiere sequel to A
Fistful of Mondays

BALARCING ACT PRESENT
THE HILARIDUS SEQUEL (J 10 ‘A FISTFUL OF NONDAYS'

and brings the A

original  characters L pres e
up-to-date,  setting ) MR% g
them new 1HE N 5% s
challenges  whilst | LIFELOVE-LINEDANCING

building on the

energy and excitement of the first show with
another classic country soundtrack and
linedance action.

When: Tues 17th to Sat 21st June 7.30pm
+ Matinee Sat 21st at 2pm

Where: Corn Exchange Witney
Tickets: £15 from www.balancingact.org.uk

ODN website: www.OxfordshireDramaNetwork.org
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ODN Drama Festival of 1 Act Plays

See earlier article for details
When: Tue 17" to 21% June 2025 - 7:30pm

Where: Unicorn Theatre, Checker Walk,
Abingdon, OX14 3JB

Tickets: Adults £10, (18 & under £8) from:-
The Bookstore, in the Precinct, Abingdon. or
www.ticketsource.co.uk/Oxfordshire-Drama-Network

Wallingford One-Act Play Festival -

See earlier article for details
When: Tue 24™ to Sat 28" June 7.30pm

Where: Corn Exchange Wallingford.
Tickets: £12, (£10 students), £40 for 5 nights
www.CornExchange.org.uk/Drama-Festival

Wychwood Players
'Full Bodied'

A Murder Mystery
For one night onIy_, a Wychwood Players present
Mur_der Mystery with a delicious and immersive
audience

Murder Mystery Evening:

participation.

The setting for the
evening is a special

30th Anniversary “ ' p
celebration dinner for | quu

the Silverwood Wodied!”
Vineyard and wine - -

company, hosted by

Victor Silverwood. At = ¢

some point during the
evening there will be a
murder. It is the audience’s task to find out who
committed the murder, how and why. To help them to
solve the mystery, a number of scenes will be played
out during the evening; the audience will have
opportunities to talk to the characters and once the
murder has occurred, to publicly interrogate the
remaining suspects.

When: Saturday 28th June at 7.30 pm.

Where: New Beaconsfield Hall, Shipton under
Wychwood OX7 6BQ

These are hugely popular and tickets are
expected to sell out quickly. The evening will
include a two course meal and there will be a
bar available.

Tickets & information see:
www.wychwoodplayers.com

Satunday 28th June 2025 7.30pm

Abingdon Drama Club

Dancing at Lughnasa

by Brian Friel
Set in County Donegal,
Ireland in August 1936 in the
fictional town of Ballybeg. It
is @ memory play told from
the point of view of the adult
Michael Evans, the narrator.
He recounts the summer in
his aunts' cottage when he was seven years old.

The play takes place in early August, around the
festival of Lughnasadh, the Celtic harvest festival.
Love briefly seems possible for five of the Mundy
sisters and the family welcomes home the frail elder
brother, Jack, who has returned from a life as a
missionary in Africa. A story of the Mundy Sisters'
lives, shaped by love, longing and transformative
music.
When: Wed 2nd to Sat 5th July at 7:30pm

+ matinee Sat 5th July at 2:30pm
Where: Unicorn Theatre, Checker Walk, Abingdon,
OX14 3JB
Tickets: £15 (£12 concessions) from:

www.abingdon-drama-club.com
or The Bookstore, 15 Bury Street (Abingdon Precinct)

Oxford Operatic Society (OXOPS)
Jesus Christ Superstar

by Andrew Lloyd Webber
and Tim Rice

The epic story of Christ’s final
days told through the eyes of
Judas Iscariot has become a
global phenomenon since its |
debut in 1971.

A rock opera, filled with

instantly recognisable musical
theatre staples such as

‘Gethsemane’, ‘Heaven On :
Their Minds’, ‘I Don’t Know How to Love Him’, and
‘Superstar’

This will be a must-see!

When: Tue 8th July to Sun 13th July
Tue-Sat evenings at 7.30pm
+ matinees Sat 12th & SUNDAY 13th at 2.30

Where: The Oxford Playhouse, Beaumont St,
Oxford, OX1 2LW

Tickets: £14 to £30 from
www.oxfordplayhouse.com

Box Office on 01865 305 305 or
email boxoffice@oxfordplayhouse.com
Website: www.oxops.co.uk

ODN website: www.OxfordshireDramaNetwork.org
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Thame Players

Calendar Glrls
by Tim Firth

Best friends Chris and Annie
are members of a charitable
institute.  When  Annie's
husband succumbs to
leukaemia, the friends
decide to pose nude for a
calendar to raise funds fora £
local hospital.

eleven WI members who posed nude for a calendar
to raise money for the Leukaemia Research Fund,

Cautions: Contains Mild Adult Themes

When: Tue 8th to Sat 12th July at 7.45pm
+ Matinee Sat 12th at 4pm

Where: The Players Theatre, 3 Nelson St, Thame
OX9 2DP

Tickets £10 to £12 see www.thameplayers.co.uk
from The Information Centre, Thame Town Hall, High
Street, Thame OX9 3DP

or Tel: 01844 212833 (weekdays)

Nottingham forces the MERK MEH
H Y Hob Hammond st - ¢
nObIe RObIn Of July.ﬂilh to 12th 2025 ;
Locksley to become an a el
. - An outdoor production in
' OUt|aW |n Sherwood {i: Dorchester Abbey's Cloister Garden

"l Forest and join a band
4 of outlaws. Robin fights

Dorchester-on Thames A.D.S.

Robin Hood and
His Merry Men

The greedy Sheriff of

|ROBIN HEOR AND HIS f f‘

www.dads.org.uk

to regain his confiscated estate and win back his
darling Maid Marion. With King Richard held for
ransom in the Crusades who will defeat the
Sheriff?

Come along, bring a picnic, join in the fun and
find out.

When: 10th - 12th July at 7pm Thu-Fri, 6pm Sat.
Where: the Cloister Garden of Dorchester Abbey.

Tickets: £12 (under 13 £6) from
www.ticketsource.co.uk/dads

Banbury Cross Players

PUCK

Written and Directed by
Hannah O’Donnell
Puck follows the familiar
antics of our favourite fairies
from William Shakespeare’s
A Midsummer Night's Dream
— with a modern twist that &&
opens up the world of Shakespeare to new

audiences!

Twenty years after the events of A Midsummer
Night's Dream, in a forest outside Athens, the King
and Queen of the fairies are struggling to control their
changeling prince. Desperate to explore the natural
world, Anatole breaks away from his adopted
parents; searching for the truth about love and to
discover more about where he came from. When he
crosses paths with some Athenian teens looking to
meet fairies, he may have found his answer! But
something dark has returned to that same forest, with
a plan for revenge that threatens all of Elfhame...

When Thu 10th to Sat 12th July at 7.30pm
+ matinee Sat 12th at 2.30pm

Where: The Mill Arts Centre, Spiceball Park Road,
Banbury, OX16 5QE

Tickets: from £15 (£14 conc Thursday only)
from The Mill Box Office: 01295 279002
www.themillartscentre.co.uk/shows/puck

ODN website: www.OxfordshireDramaNetwork.org

Launton Village Players

"Heroes and Villains'"

A Summer Variety Show
This is a family variety
show featuring songs,
comedy and dance,
featuring the goodies
and baddies from the
entertainment world.
Suitable for all ages,
there is something for
everyone.
Rest assured that —
whatever the weather, we will be undercover, and
there is plenty of parking and toilet facilities are
available.

Bring a chair or picnic blanket and come and enjoy
some refreshments and a couple of hours family
entertainment!

When: Sat 12th July at 1:30pm* and 6pm,
Sun 13th July at 2:30pm
*N.B. 1:30pm Sat is a “relaxed performance”.

Where: The Big Shed Theatre at Hare Leys
Farm, just over a mile outside of Launton
(postcode OX26 5AB)

Tickets £12 Adults (£6 Children).
All profits will be donated to the LVP Stage Block Fund.

b e e s, S
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Oxford Theatre Guild

Twelfth Night wiemsnaespeares
by William TWELFTH
Shakespeare NIGHT

A sizzling modern twist on
Twelfth Night, one of
Shakespeare’s best loved plays.
Twins Viola and Sebastian are
shipwrecked on an island and

become separated. Viola
disguises herself as a man,
Cesario, working for Duke

Orsino, with whom she falls in
love. Orsino is in love with Countess Olivia, but Olivia
falls for Viola in disguise as a man.

Meanwhile, Olivia’'s dodgy relative, Sir Toby Belch,
schemes with his friend Sir Andrew Aguecheek, who
tries unsuccessfully to court Olivia. Servants Maria,
Feste and Malvolio become embroiled in the fun and
‘midsummer madness’ takes hold.

With a soundtrack from the 1980s, you will be
transported to lllyria for a hot night of love, mistaken
identity, and trickery.
When: Tue 15th to Sat 26th July at 7pm

+ Saturday matinee 19th July at 2:30pm.

(No performance on Sunday 20th July)

Where: the University Parks (Picked Mead)

Tickets: £16 (£13 conc) via
www.OxfordTheatreGuild.com
Or from Oxford Playhouse, or Tel 01865 305305

Sinodun Players

You Never Can Tell
TUU HEVEn (ﬂn ML

by George Bernard
Shaw

The play is set in a seaside
town and tells the story of
Mrs Clandon and her three
children who have just
returned to England after an
eighteen-year  stay in
Madeira.

The children have no idea
who their father is and,

through a comedy of errors, end up inviting him to a

family lunch. At the same time, a dentist named
Valentine has fallen in love with the eldest daughter,
Gloria, who considers herself a modern woman and
claims to have no interest in love or marriage.

When: Tue 15" to Sat 19th July
Where: Corn Exchange, Market Place,

Wallingford,
OX10 OEG

Tickets: from www.cornexchange.org.uk
Tel: 01491 825000

Blewbury Players
A Monster Calls

“This is a wonderful
uplifting story about the
value of family friendship
and ultimately love. It's
got these wonderful
storytelling elements in it
and it's going to be wildly
entertaining.

Thirteen year old Conor has the same dream every
night, ever since his mother first fell ill. But tonight is
different. Tonight when he wakes, there’s a monster at
his window. It's elemental, a force of nature, and it
offers to tell Conor three tales if the boy will, in return,
tell him the truth. The monster’s relationship with Conor
is as a storytelling mentor, kind of challenging and
helping him to come to terms with what is happening”.

View our video podcast on www.blewburyplayers.co.uk
Suitable for 11 years +

When: Wed 16 to Sat 19 July at 8.30pm
+ matinee Sat 19th at 3pm

Where: Orchard Dene Garden Theatre, Watt's Ln,
Blewbury, OX11 9PS.

Tickets: Adults £16, Child (up to 18) £9

Box office: via www.blewburyplayers.co.uk
from 4 June 9am - for Friends of Blewbury Players
from 6 June 9am - General Box Office

T

GAlS

Buttercross Theatre Productions

CHICAGO

Teen Edition

Set in the roaring ‘20s,
Chicago follows the story of
Roxie Hart and Velma
Kelly—two fierce, ambitious
women who find themselves
at the center of a media
frenzy as they fight for fame
and freedom. With iconic
songs like All That Jazz,
Cell Block Tango, and
Razzle Dazzle, this high-
energy performance will leave you on the edge of your
seat, clapping for more!

A spectacular showcase of talent, passion, and pure
entertainment. Book your tickets now and experience
the magic of Chicago: Teen Edition!

N.B. contains mature themes. parental discretion is
advised for younger viewers.

When: Fri 18 to Sat 19th July at 1:45pm and 7:30pm

Where: Corn Exchange, Market Square, Witney,
0OX28 6AB

Tickets: Adult (14+) £15, (Child £8) via
www.ButtercrossTheatreProductions.co.uk

ODN website: www.OxfordshireDramaNetwork.org
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PLAY SCRIPTS
FREE TO COLLECT'

For a limited time only,
Bartholomew Players,
based in Eynsham, are
offering over 230 titles,
representing scripts
accumulated over the
last 50 years, to any
interested parties. A
few are effectively sets,
but most are single
copies. They vary from
a bit tatty/used to as
good as new. This is a
one-off opportunity to i
get hold of scripts to N e

read with a view to your future productlons W|thout

any financial outlay. Contact bart.players@gmail.com
without delay, as they won’t be around for long!

More details and to download the list of plays, see
here:- www.oxfordshiredramanetwork.org/node/1655

The National Drama Festival celebrates the cream of
amateur theatre from across the British Isles and beyond. It's a
competitive showcase: a weekend’s worth of award-winning one-
act plays plus workshops and a full-length award-winning play -
Suburb Garden Theatre’s “Holding the Man”, Tommy Murphy’s
classic adaptation of Timothy Conigrave’s award-winning memoir
- a hilarious, warm and heartbreaking masterpiece.

FEATURING 14 OUTSTANDING PLAYS
FROM THE WORLD OF AMATEUR THEATRE

Satwisiil [V frutes o it st | DB

... and you MIGHT be watching one of the
contenders right here, right now!

JULY 315 - AUG 31 2025
ARTIX, BROMSGROVE

WWW.NDFA.CO.UK

All the plays being performed have won awards on the festival
circuit in the past few months, and what’s more, they’ll all be
adjudicated by a professional GoDA Adjudicator in front of you -
the audience - afterwards, so that you can appreciate why they
ARE the best of the best.

From £15 you can come and watch two or three plays in a session
and listen to the 10 minute adjudication.

Included within the price are the Feedback Forum the following
morning where the plays will be discussed in more detail with the
groups and you, the audience and also the Studio Spotlights —
workshops where you'll learn about Bankura puppetry, shadow
puppetry, the use of projection, rehearsal techniques, directing,
play writing, getting your play published and more.

And during the course of the festival you'll be able to meet some
of the NODA team and also benefit from exclusive NDFA offers
from Concord Theatricals.

Buy your tickets now, or be kept up-to-date about the Running
Order and Studio Spotlights schedule by registering your interest
here: https://ndfa.co.uk/keep-up-to-date

R
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Your ODN Committee

Drayton Players & Jigsaw Stage Productions)

(Didcot Phoenix Drama Group)
(Wootton Players)
(Drayton Players & Jigsaw Stage

(Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society)

(Dorchester Amateur Dramatic Society)
Treasurer@OxfordshireDramaNetwork.org

N.B. For your group to add events to our website, email us for a group Username & Password.

Officers
Chair Karen Carey
Secretary Becki Brewis
Newsletter/Website Mike Davies
Productions)
Membership Secretary Jess Ebberson
Treasurer Richard Winslet
General members
Mike Lacey (Kingston Bagpuize)
Sue Hadley (
Mandyrae Jessey (BODS of Wychwood)
Mareve Kilbride-Newman (Appleton Players)
Email: info@OxfordshireDramaNetwork.org
Facebook www.facebook.com/groups/1324585987569767
Instagram: www.instagram.com/oxfordshiredramanetwork
Email: info@OxfordshireDramaNetwork.org

ODN website: www.OxfordshireDramaNetwork.org
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